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Dear IMSA Community,
With only a few weeks before the end of the academic year, the excitement on campus is
palpable. Many students are taking Advanced Placement Exams, seniors made their
college decisions a couple of weeks ago (see picture below) and are counting down the
days to Commencement. Juniors can't wait to transition to senior bench and sophomores
soon will no longer be the newest class, but rather will be a third of the way on their
journey to graduation.
Today, I wanted to share with you the progress that IMSA has made to recruit high
ability, low-income students to the Academy. Some of you know that when I became
president of IMSA, I shared that my mission in life is to reduce poverty. Up until I arrived
at IMSA, I thought that the primary way to accomplish this mission was through
education. I am now convinced that solving the clean water and sanitation challenge,
providing affordable and clean energy, and reducing inequalities, for example, all
contribute to reducing poverty in our world. For this reason, my personal and professional
commitment at IMSA has been to focus on increasing opportunities to learn for all
populations, especially for those who are from low-income families.
Over the past years, we have seen significant increases in the number of high-ability,
low-income students who are attending IMSA. For example, in my first year as President,
we enrolled 75 low-income students in the 2015-2016 academic year representing 11.5%
of the student population. In 2016-2017, we enrolled 86. In 2017-2018, we enrolled 95.
This academic year, we enrolled 111 low-income students representing 17% of our
student population. This represents an annual growth rate of 16%. We identify "lowincome" students as those students and families who qualify for free or reduced lunch
according to federal standards, which include for example, a family of four earning
approximately $32,000 to $53,000 per year. All of these students also met our
admissions criteria.
When I began at IMSA, I was advised by a development professional that if I wanted to
succeed in raising funds for IMSA, I should not focus so much on low-income families
because they would have fewer means to support the Academy financially. I disagree
with this assumption. In my experience, those who come from poverty tend to be
extremely generous because they know how much financial support helps bridge the gap
between those who have and those who don't. My own personal life is a case in point.
I grew up in poverty. My parents divorced when I was six months old. I was raised in a
single-family home where my mom often left my older brother and me with my
grandparents while she worked, sometimes traveling to New York City or Chicago while
we stayed with my grandparents in Puerto Rico. By the time I reached the 6th grade, I
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had been in seven different schools. From 7th grade to 12th, I moved another five times.
I lived with my grandparents and with three different family members. Several years ago,
I realized that my brother and I lived in a house or an apartment with my mom only three
times while we were growing up. Upon further reflection, the reason for this became clear
to me. We were homeless.
Nevertheless, my brother and I (see picture to the right)
were supported by loving family members. My brother
went to medical school and has worked as a physician in
Puerto Rico over the past 30 years. I completed my
undergraduate and graduate degrees, including my
Ph.D. from the University of Maryland at College Park,
and have had the opportunity to work professionally in
Maryland, California, at the Department of Defense
Education Activity, and Illinois. As I have been blessed, I
have attempted and succeeded many times in giving
away 10%-15% of my income to nonprofits and workrelated charities. Growing up in poverty and achieving a
measure of success has led to my gratefulness and
generosity.
At this time, I want to thank all who have generously given to IMSA and the IMSA Fund
during our annual fund drive, “Save a Seat” campaign, and employee giving
campaign. Because of our success in reaching low-income students and to support them
in the near and long term, earlier this year, I established the Presidential Scholarship
Endowment Fund. Charitable contributions to the Presidential Scholarship Endowment
Fund can be made online or by check payable to The IMSA Fund indicating Presidential
Scholarship in the memo line, 1500 Sullivan Road, Aurora, IL 60506. All gifts are fully
tax-deductible.
Grateful to serve as President of IMSA, I remain,
José M. Torres, Ph.D.
President
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